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Sleepless, Ajver Satellite 

Case Hams Tracking Oscar 
Several Case Institute of 

Technology students are hav 
ing trouble getting enough 
sleep these nights because of 
a wedge-shaped s a t e l l i t e 
called Oscar I I I . 

The students have been sit
ting up nights for weeks 
in a loft room on the fourth 
floor of the institute's admin
istration building waiting for 
a chance .to talk to Oscar. In 
turn, they hope to hear from 
some of the other amateur 
< h a m ) radio enthusiasts 
around the country who are 
also tracking Oscar. 

Oscar is the third satellite 
sent up by the American Ra
dio Relay League, the organ
ization for U.S. hams. It is 
the first the Case Amateur 
Radio Club has tracked since 
its members began setting up 
their equipment in September. 

T H E S A T E L L I T E is a com
munications t y p e satellite 
much the same as the Telstar 

satellites, said Robert An
tinone, a member of the club. 
In fact, the first Oscar beat 
the first Telstar into the at
mosphere by seven months, 
becoming the world's first 
privately owned satellite. 

Oscar I I I went into orbit 
riding into space "piggyback" 
on another satellite launched 
by the. Air Force Base in Cal
ifornia. 

That was when members of 
the club, some 20 strong, be
gan their vigil. 

Long before Oscar was 
launched, Antinone explained, 
the group had been in touch 
with ARRL. They received in
structions on what to Ivok for 
in the signals Oscar sends and 
were told how to relay data 
they receive here back to 
A R R L to help design and 
execute future Oscars. 

VICTOR S L A B I N S K I , a 
graduate student major in 
physics at Case, is the main 

data gatherer and the track
ing expert. It was Slabinski 
who managed to borrow 
equipment, including a fre
quency counter, from the 
physics department. Much of 
the rest of the equipment, in
cluding two receivers and two 
transmitters, belongs to the 
club and its individual mem
bers. 

During the five passes 
Oscar makes over the Cleve
land area daily in a pole-to-
pole orbit, the group has 
discovered that Oscar's orbit 
is. eliptical r a t h e r than 
circular, as announced. Sla
binski said that Oscar also 
seems to be five minutes 
beyond its planned schedule. 

The group, which broadcasts 
under the call letters W8EDU, 
has yet to talk to anyone via 
Oscar and there are fears it 
nev^r may do so. 

Stephen Moro, seated, president of the Case Amateur Radio Club, 
and fellow club members Ro.aert Antinone and David Sicking, left 
to right, try to communicate with Oscar III in Morse Code. 
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only a month, club members already 1 running low. The cause the signal " H I " sent 
OSpar's life expectancy is explained, and its batter!es|membei /can tell this be-from Oscar is changing. 


